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UM’S 1993 MANSFIELD CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON ENDING COLD WAR IN ASIA
MISSOULA The recent collapse of communism in Europe raises provocative questions about the future
of Asia, and this year’s Mansfield Conference at The University of Montana will gather an
international slate of speakers to address those questions.
Current and former ambassadors from Russia, Japan, South Korea and China will join one
of the leading U.S. experts on Asia to address varied perspectives on "Ending the Cold War in
Asia" April 26-28. The free public conference, part of UM’s Centennial Showcase Week, is
sponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center.
Center Director Martin Weinstein said the topic was chosen because it is timely, intriguing
and perfecdy in line with the philosophy and career of the UM alumnus for whom the conference
and center are named —Mike Mansfield, former Senate majority leader and U.S. ambassador to
Japan. Mansfield, who taught history at UM from 1933 to 1943, devoted his long career of public
service to breaking through Cold War tensions and forging strong U.S. relations with Asia.
"The Cold War in Asia is not over, certainly not in the sense that it’s over in Europe,"
Weinstein said. "The disintegration of the Soviet Union and the unification of Germany have
fundamentally changed the entire structure of international relations in the Atlantic world. Nothing
quite that dramatic or complicated has happened in Asia."
In the Pacific Basin, he said, issues and conflicts that arose in the Cold War environment
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linger on: Korea remains divided between a communist north and a capitalist south; China retains
its communist government; and border disputes continue between Japan and Russia.
This is a crucial time for Asia, he said, and one of great interest to the United States and
other Western nations because the Pacific Basin is the most economically dynamic part of the
world.
"This is a time in history when the world is changing so fast, people have a hard time
keeping up with it," Weinstein said. The 1993 Mansfield Conference will explore the impact of
those changes on Asia and discuss the region’s future.
Speakers will include Yuli Vorontsov, Russian ambassador to the United Nations; Okawara
Yoshio, former ambassador to the United States from Japan and now executive adviser of the Japan
Federation of Economic Organizations; Kim Kyung-won, former ambassador to the U.S. from
South Korea, former director of the National Security Council in Seoul and current president of
Seoul’s Institute of Social Sciences; Han Xu, former ambassador to the U.S. from China and
current president of the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship With Foreign Countries; and
George Packard, dean of the Paul Nitze School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore.
Packard will open the three-day conference Monday evening, April 26, with a discussion of
"The United States and Asia in a New World Order." Vorontzov will address "End of the Cold
War: United Nations’ Role in Asia" Tuesday afternoon, and Okawara will provide "A Japanese
Perspective on Evolving Scenarios in Asia" that evening.
On Wednesday afternoon, Kim will discuss "Korea and the Future of East Asia." Han will
-more-
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close the'conference Wednesday evening with "China’s Role in the New Asia." Conference
speeches will be held in the Montana Theatre of UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television
Center at 3 and 7:30 p.m.
For more information call the Mansfield Center, 243-2988.
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